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NUERTINGEN (NGU). Nürtingen-Geislingen University (NGU) is advancing practice-oriented 

studies by introducing dual agricultural degree programs in the Western Balkans.  

After only online events could be held so far due to the Corona conditions, the project partners now met 

for the first time in presence at the HfWU in Nürtingen, from 29th September – 3 October 2021. Under 

the leadership of HfWU Professor Heinrich Schüle, the individual project activities were planned and 

scheduled in detail at this coordination meeting of the project consortium. During the meeting, the 

results of the baseline study were discussed, presenting the background description from Albania and 

Kosovo and the preliminary results of the survey. Also, the quality plan and strategy was discussed in 

details. NGU experiences related to applied studies in animal sciences and agribusiness were shared 

with all participants.  

The participants made a tour to the campus and to the experimental station and a trip to an agritourism 

farm in Esslingen. 
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Figure 1: Project participants at Nürtingen-

Geislingen University, 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Figure  2: Project participants on the field trip and campus tour 

 

The Agricultural University of Tirana (UBT) organized an International Seminar on "The future of 

university studies in agricultural sciences", in the frame of the International Scientific Conference in 

Agricultural and Life Sciences (ICOALS 3) and the EU project - Erasmus CBHE "Dual Curricula - 

Study and Work Practice in Agriculture and Food Safety "(DualAFS). 

DualAFS: International Workshop "The Future of Higher Education in 

Agricultural Sciences", at AUT. 



This seminar was attended by project partners from DualAFS, professors of University of Molise Italy, 

the University of Tetova and the University of Skopje, representatives of about 30 farms and other 

livestock and food enterprises, other representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture & Rural 

Development, the Agency for Agricultural & Rural Development (ARDA), the National Employment 

Agency and Skills, representatives for GIZ projects - Germany and RisiAlbania Helvetas Swiss 

Intercooperation, as well as principals of vocational high schools in the field of agriculture. 

 
 

  

  
 

Figure  3: Participants attending the workshop organized at AUT 

 
A labor market study for graduates in the field of animal sciences and agribusiness conducted by AUT, 

in cooperation with other partner universities participating in this Erasmus project, clearly showed that 

over 150 farmers and representatives of livestock businesses from Albania and Kosovo, who 

participated in this study, assess practical vocational training as the most important, almost determining, 

factor for the rapid employment of graduates. A more detailed information you can find here. They also 

require that graduates, in addition to solid scientific and technical training, need also training in the use 

of information technology and digitalization, mastery of foreign languages, as well as training in 

communication and extension in agriculture and livestock. Similar assessments of the skills of graduates 

were expressed by about 140 representatives of public institutions, central and regional, of the sector of 

agriculture, livestock, food and food security of Albania and Kosovo. 

Business in the field of livestock and agribusiness and representatives of the public sector in this field, 

expressed, in this seminar, a full support and encouraged AUT for the application of university studies 

combined with practice (Dual Model) in the field of Animal Sciences and other fields of agricultural 

https://dualafs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Baseline-survey-research-results.pdf


sciences, as the safest way to increase the quality of professional, theoretical and practical training of 

students, as young specialists, who will contribute to the long-term, sustainable development and 

modernization of the livestock sector in our country, in order to successfully meet the challenges for 

sufficient production of livestock products of a good quality and safety for the country, preservation of 

the environment, preservation of health and welfare of farm animals, as well as competitiveness, in the 

domestic and foreigner market of agricultural and livestock products production 

Business representatives in the field of livestock and agribusiness expressed their full readiness to 

cooperate closely with AUT, as co-contributors in the realization of practical training of students, 

through long professional internships, directly on farms and businesses, and to formalize this 

cooperation, initially with the expansion of existing cooperation agreements for student internships, as 

well as, in a second phase, the approximation by farms and businesses of this sector of internship 

contracts with students. Also, business representatives demanded the recognition and 

institutionalization, by the state, of their contribution to the realization of students' professional 

internships. 

In the seminar was discussed in detail the forms of cooperation for mutual benefit between businesses 

and the university, the approach of services and expertise by the university for businesses, the 

institutionalization of the status of farms and businesses of practical training of students, as well as 

possible incentives for their support, through special incentive policies, such as: giving a bonus in the 

evaluation of projects or applications to ARDA for financial support within the state budget or IPARD 

program, fiscal facilities for the contribution to the practical training of students, to financial support 

for a training expert for students during professional practice, etc., on farms and large businesses in the 

livestock sector. 

The Rector of AUT, Profesor Fatbardh Sallaku and the Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture and 

Environment, Profesor Ilir Kristo, expressed their gratitude to the representatives of farms and 

businesses of the livestock sector and those of public institutions of this sector, for the full support they 

are giving to AUT in the development and initiation of the implementation of university study programs 

in a combination with internship (Dual studies), especially for the development of students' professional 

internships They assured the participants that AUT, with its faculties and departments, will have the 

doors open to them, as well as to the training, expertise and other professional scientific services that 

they will need. They also invited representatives of farms and businesses as well as public institutions 

of the agricultural sector, to continue further cooperation with AUT and the consortium of partner 

universities of the Erasmus DualAFS project, for the development of the full institutional framework, 

which will regulate, promote and support the cooperation between the university and farms and 

businesses of the agriculture and livestock sector for the realization of university studies combined with 

the practice (Dual) in the direction of Animal Sciences, as a model that will be extended, step by step, 

in other in the field of agriculture, food and food security 



 

On 7th of February 2022, EU Ambassador to Albania Mr. Luigi Soreca chose “Fan S. Noli” University 

to launch the campaign for agriculture and rural development “Europe is Here 2.0” in the presence of 

the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Mrs.Frida Krifca, as well as teachers and 

students.  During this visit he was received by the leading authorities of the university, where he was 

informed about some of the projects developed in the framework of ERASMUS + Program.  He visited 

some of the centers established at Fan S. Noli University.  On this day, the inauguration of the Hybrid 

Classroom established by the “DualAFS” project, implemented at our university, was also inaugurated. 

The Hybrid Classroom was designed with the help on the Savonia University of Applied Sciences, 

Finland. Ambassador Mr. Soreca, also accompanied by minister Mr. Krifca, were introduced to the way 

of functioning of the Hybrid Classroom, where they also talked online with the students for the first 

time during the inauguration, wishing them good luck during the examination season. 

 
 

Figure  4: Inauguration of the DualAFS Hybrid Classroom UNIKO 

 

Project partners and contacts    

 

Nuertingen-Geislingen 
University, Germany 

Prof. Dr. Heinrich Schuele heinrich.schuele@hfwu.de 

   

Savonia University of 
Applied Sciences, Finland 

Dr. Ardita Jahja-Hoxha Ardita.hoxha-
jahja@savvonia.fi 

   

Agricultural University of 
Tirana, Albania 

Prof. Dr. Anila Hoda ahoda@ubt.edu.al 

   

University “Fan Noli” 
Korce, Albania 

Prof. Dr. Gjergji Mero gmero@unkorce.edu.al 

   

University of Prishtina, 
Kosovo 

Prof. Dr. Skender Muji skender.muji@uni-pr.edu 
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University “Isa Boletini” of 
Mitrovica, Kosovo 

Dr. Arber Hyseni bahtir.hyseni@umib.net 

   

Livestock and Rural 
Development Centre, 

Albania 

Prof. Dr. Gori Stefi gori.stefi@gmail.com 

   

Kosovo Food and 
Veterinary Agency, 

Kosovo 

Kujtim Uka kujtim.uka@rks-gov.net 

   

Kosovo Association of 
Milk Producers, Kosovo 

Gente Kadriu kadriugenta@gmail.com 

   

Agricultural Technology 
Transfer Center, Korca, 

Albania 

Rolandi Meçaj rmecaj93@gmail.com 

   

Quality Assurance 
Agency in Higher 
Education, Albania 

Dr. Xhiliola Bixheku xhiliola.bixheku@ascal.al 

   

Association AGRINET, 
Albania 

Tomi Pikuli tomi_pikuli@yahoo.com 

   

Nucleus Albania Valbona Paluka valbona.paluka@nucleus.al 
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